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JUNETEENTH 2022
A Celebration of Freedom and Family

 

June 17th 5pm-7pm | Kickoff Event | Arts of the Albemarle

June 18th 11am-5pm | Celebration Cookout | Waterfront Park

June 19th 9:30am-11:30am | Prayer Breakfast | Charles Creek Park



Harambee!

It is an honor to be able to come together for the 18th Annual Juneteenth Celebration to celebrate
freedom and family. Juneteenth symbolizes the true ending of inhumanity, yet forges a new
uncertainty of life. One hundred and fifty seven years later, freedom is still striving to ring. Unrest
in our nation, our state, and even in our city calls for a reuniting of who we are as a family,
neighbors and friends. Let healing start with us individually. Allowing forgiveness to overflow in the
place where we work, live, and where we fellowship.

As we have served our community for over 32 years, the mission of River City CDC has never
wavered. We are positioned in this city to strengthen communities and improve the quality of life
for residents in Elizabeth City and Northeastern North Carolina. Since 1990, River City CDC has
provided strong leadership through the implementation of programs and initiatives that provide
affordable housing, economic and workforce development, health and wellness, cultural
awareness, and youth empowerment.

We still believe that all people should be given the opportunity to reach their full potential. Even in
uncertain times with the pandemic, our heart and service were to the people that we serve. This
Juneteenth celebration is a testament of us coming back together free from the grips of COVID. We
look forward to solving problems to help our community. We embrace new ventures on the horizon
that will allow River CDC to provide greater impact to build stronger communities.

As we stand together to remember the emancipation of all our people from slavery, we forge
forward contributing to the history of this great nation. We will achieve our full potential through
hope, faith, and love.

Happy Juneteenth!

Harambee!

Dr. Lenora Jarvis-Mackey
President & CEO
River City CDC
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Dr Lenora Jarvis-Mackey, President/CEO of River City CDC

Mr. Keith Rivers, President, NAACP-Pasquotank

Pastor Anthony Ferebee, The Mount Global Fellowship of Churches

Dr. Ulysses Bell, Chairperson, River City CDC Board of Directors

Officials and Dignitaries

Dr. Walter Swan, Associate Professor, Music and Visual Arts, ECSU

Dr. Walter Swan

Victoria Berry, River City YouthBuild Student

President Joe Biden signs Bill S.475: Juneteenth National Independence Act

Rahim Akbar, Conduent  Technology Services Company

Pastor Traci Georges, The Mount Peninsula, Yorktown, VA

Pastor Alvin Georges, The Mount Peninsula, Yorktown, VA

All (Lift Every Voice and Sing, lyrics in booklet)

Pastor Matt Harrell, Forerunner Church, Elizabeth City, NC

Celebration Schedule of Events

JUNETEENTH 2022

Welcome

 

Invocation

Greetings

 

National Anthem

The Occasion

Reading of the Emancipation

Proclamation

Juneteenth National

Independence Act

Spoken Word

Musical Offering

Key Note Speaker

Negro Spiritual Anthem

Benediction & Blessing

 

 

Dj Wrecka, 104.9 The Block, Program Manager

Joel Taylor, Singer, Songwriter, Producer

Ciasia Nicole, American Idol Season 20 Gold Ticket Contestant

Markise Hicks & The Mo Band

Tara Roberts, National Geographic Explorer and Storyteller

DKL Band

CC Ryder Band 

1:00pm

1:20pm

1:45pm

2:20pm

2:50pm

3:30pm

4:15pm

Live Entertainment

Opening Ceremony



As the world entered 1863, the United States inched
closer to its third year engaged in the Civil War. 

 
On the first day of the new year, President Abraham

Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  In 719
words, President Lincoln proclaimed “…all persons

held as slaves within any State or designated part of a
State, …in rebellion against the United States, shall be

then, thenceforward, and forever free.”  With this
proclamation, more than 3 million enslaved people

were freed.

The Emancipation Proclamation
"I never, in my life, felt more certain that

I was doing right than I do in signing this paper." – President Abraham Lincoln

While a crucial step, the proclamation was limited in many ways.  It only applied to states that had
seceded from the United States, while leaving the loyal border states unaffected.  It also left out parts

of the Confederacy already under Union occupation.  Lastly the validity of the Emancipation
Proclamation – and the freedom in promised – was dependent on a Union victory in the ongoing war.

 
Despite these shortcomings, the proclamation was a crucial starting point towards a higher calling for

a nation at war with itself.  Capturing the hearts and minds of millions of Americans, the
Emancipation Proclamation succeeded in fundamentally transforming the character of the entire war.  
Frederick Douglass pronounced it a "worthy celebration of the first step on the part of the nation in its

departure from the thraldom of the ages."
 

While a step in the right direction, a war still raged on, and far more work would have to be done to
truly bring freedom to the enslaved.

 
Sources:

Franklin, John. “The Emancipation Proclamation: An Act of Justice.” National Archives, 4 Jan. 1993,
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/summer/emancipation-proclamation.html.

Nix, Elizabeth. “What Is Juneteenth?” History, 17 June 2021, https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth.

“The Emancipation Proclamation.” National Archives, 28 Jan. 2022, https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation
 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/summer/emancipation-proclamation.html
https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation




Official handwritten record of
General Order No. 3, preserved at the

National Archives Building in Washington, DC.

History of Juneteenth
The signing of the Emancipation Proclamation on

January 1, 1863, was a historic moment in the history of
the Civil War, transforming the character of the war

into one of abolishing slavery. However, it meant very
little if the Union could not enforce it.

 

This was the case for the westernmost parts of the
Confederacy, mainly Texas, where the Union Army

had little to no presence.  That would change with the
arrival of more than 2,000 Union soldiers, and with

them Major General Gordon Granger.
 

In June of 1865, General Granger was given command
of the Department of Texas by General Philip

Sheridan, commander of the Military Division of the
Southwest. General Granger would march the 13th
Army Corps in Galveston, and with General Order

No.3, would declare the institution of slavery dead.
 

This proclamation would form the basis of Juneteenth
celebrations: the end of slavery in Texas.

 

Granger would counsel freed slaves against
congregating around in towns and military posts,
remaining unemployed, or expecting welfare. He

would ultimately advise them to remain on the
plantations and sign labor agreements with their

former owners while awaiting further assistance from
the Freedmen's Bureau to be established in the state.

 

Juneteenth would continue to be celebrated in the
United States, becoming a federal holiday

in 2021.
 

Sources:
Baggett, James. “Granger, Gordon.” Texas State Historical Association,

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/granger-gordon.
 

“Juneteenth and General Order No. 3.” Galveston Historical Foundation, 13 June 2021,
https://www.galvestonhistory.org/news/juneteenth-and-general-order-no-3.

 

Maj Gen Gordon Granger
Source: Library of Congress

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/granger-gordon
https://www.galvestonhistory.org/news/juneteenth-and-general-order-no-3


On June 19, 1865 — nearly nine decades after our Nation’s founding, and more than 2 years after President Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation — enslaved Americans in Galveston, Texas, finally received word that they were free from bondage. As those
who were formerly enslaved were recognized for the first time as citizens, Black Americans came to commemorate Juneteenth with
celebrations across the country, building new lives and a new tradition that we honor today. In its celebration of freedom, Juneteenth is a
day that should be recognized by all Americans. And that is why I am proud to have consecrated Juneteenth as our newest national
holiday.

Juneteenth is a day of profound weight and power.

A day in which we remember the moral stain and terrible toll of slavery on our country –- what I’ve long called America’s original sin. A
long legacy of systemic racism, inequality, and inhumanity.
But it is a day that also reminds us of our incredible capacity to heal, hope, and emerge from our darkest moments with purpose and
resolve.

As I said on the 100th Anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre, great nations don’t ignore the most painful chapters of their past. Great
nations confront them. We come to terms with them.
On Juneteenth, we recommit ourselves to the work of equity, equality, and justice. And, we celebrate the centuries of struggle, courage,
and hope that have brought us to this time of progress and possibility. That work has been led throughout our history by abolitionists and
educators, civil rights advocates and lawyers, courageous activists and trade unionists, public officials, and everyday Americans who
have helped make real the ideals of our founding documents for all.

There is still more work to do. As we emerge from the long, dark winter of the COVID-19 pandemic, for example, racial equity remains at
the heart of our efforts to vaccinate the Nation and beat the virus. We must recognize that Black Americans, among other people of color,
have shouldered a disproportionate burden of loss — while also carrying us through disproportionately as essential workers and health
care providers on the front lines of the crisis.
Psalm 30 proclaims that “weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Juneteenth marks both the long, hard night of
slavery and discrimination, and the promise of a brighter morning to come. My Administration is committed to building an economy —
and a Nation — that brings everyone along, and finally delivers our Nation’s founding promise to Black Americans. Together, we will lay
the roots of real and lasting justice, so that we can become the extraordinary country that was promised to all Americans.

Juneteenth not only commemorates the past. It calls us to action today.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 19, 2021, as Juneteenth Day of Observance. I call upon the people
of the United States to acknowledge and celebrate the end of the Civil War and the emancipation of Black Americans, and commit
together to eradicate systemic racism that still undermines our founding ideals and collective prosperity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-one, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-fifth.

                            

                         JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

2021: Juneteenth Becomes a Federal Holiday



Pastor Alvin Georges

Pastor Alvin A. Georges is commissioned to
use all that God has given him to reconnect and
reinforce people’s relationship with Christ.  He
has served at-risk youth and their families in
the counseling profession as a case manager,
residential counselor, certified substance
abuse counselor, and in-home counselor for
over 10 years in private and state agencies. 
 Pastor Alvin obtained his BA degree from Oral
Roberts University in Biblical Studies.  He also
holds a Masters of Divinity degree for Practical
Theology from Regent University. After
serving as the Executive Minister of Youth and
Young Adults at Mount Lebanon Missionary
Baptist Church, affectionately known as The
Mount, Pastor Alvin was appointed as the
Senior Site Pastor of the Mount Peninsula
Church in Newport News, Virginia, by his
spiritual covering, Bishop Kim Brown and
Elder Valerie Brown.  God has blessed Pastor
Alvin and his wife, Minister Traci Georges,
with three beautiful daughters, Alivia, Alia,
and Aria Georges.  Pastor Alvin is determined
to live and serve God’s people with genuine
conviction.  His pursuit in ministry is to know
God in the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of his suffering—to be like Him
even in His death. (Phil 3:10).



By James Weldon Johnson
 

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,

 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

 
Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.
True to our God,

True to our native land. 
 

Lift Every Voice and Sing



Kevin J. Wade was born and raised in Enfield, North Carolina and matriculated through the Halifax
County Public Schools System. He has a progressive career in higher education with more than 15 years
serving as a coordinator, director, dean and associate vice chancellor. He currently serves as the Associate
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs at his beloved alma mater, Elizabeth City State University (ECSU), in
Elizabeth City, NC.  

Kevin’s professional portfolio includes the oversight of Strategic Engagement, Student Health Services,
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Military and Veterans Affairs, Student Counseling Services, Campus
Recreation and Wellness, and Student Engagement and Leadership. 

Prior to returning to ECSU, Kevin spent three years in the San Francisco Bay Area of California. He served
as the Director of Student Activities and Campus Life as well as Dean of Student Services at Laney College
in Oakland, California.  

In 2018, Kevin was honored by his alma mater during the Inaugural Class of “40 Under 40.” He is also a
2022 Southeastern Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel (SAEOPP) TRIO Achiever
and a recent graduate of the NC Rural Center’s Homegrown Leaders Leadership Development Institute. 

Wade enjoys spending time with family and friends as well as traveling the world. He is also actively
involved in his community and has been a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated since Spring
2000 (Lambda Gamma).

Kevin Wade
Master of Ceremonies

Dr. Walter Swan
Vocalist, National Anthem

Speaker, The Occasion

Anthony Ferebee is serving in his 37th year of the gospel ministry. 33 years have been
committed to pastoral leadership. To God be the glory. From the humble beginnings
of children’s church pastor to Senior Site pastor of the Mount EC & the Mount Global
Fellowship of Churches(9) under the leadership of Presiding Prelate Bishop K W&
Executive pastor Elder Valerie K Brown. Pastor Ferebee has served as chaplain of
ECSU football team, Sheep Harney elementary girls basketball coach, Pasquotank
Ministers Council of Education & Pastoral Adviser to River City Community
Development Corporation.

At the present Pastor Ferebee serves as supply pastor of The Mount at Chesapeake.
Selected as the 2017 Men of Excellence recipient Elizabeth City, NC. Motto “keep
plugging“.

Walter R. Swan is a native of Hazlehurst (It), Mississippi. Swan earned performance and/or
pedagogy degrees from Alcorn State University, Lorman, MS; Mississippi College, Clinton, MS;
and the University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS. He now maintains an active
performance career and serves on faculty as an Associate Professor of Voice and as the Director of
Choral Activities at Elizabeth City State University.  

Mr. Swan has spent much of his life as an advocate for justice by utilizing the platform of
education promoting the choral contributions of the 105 Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. He works with the oldest organization in the United States that was started by Carter
G. Woodson known as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History
(ASALH). He provides visibility and internships for marginalized communities as an advocate for
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. He also prepares local students for college and professional
careers.    

Although he has earned his degree in the pedagogical discipline of music, such discipline has
prepared him to motivate, enlighten, inspire, and challenge those who are a part of his journey.
He has forged platforms and partnerships to develop and motivate the community by providing
independent voice lessons, presenting motivational speeches, providing funding for national and
international student travel, and implementing music programs for the underserved and
underrepresented communities. 

Pastor Anthony Ferebee
Invocation



Multi-talented, multi-faceted, and artistic are all words that accurately describe Min. Traci K. Georges. She is a
singer, licensed minister, co-founder of Pursue Global, Inc., & the owner of Kamaria's Konceptions online Boutique,
to name a few. She is the proud wife of Pastor Alvin A. Georges, Senior Site Pastor of The Mount Peninsula Church
located in Yorktown, VA. She is also the proud mother of three beautiful girls: Alivia, Alia, & Aria.

As a strong voice in The Mount Peninsula Church community, she helps lead many of the church's creative,
administrative, and organizational aspects as the Executive Minister, demonstrating her genuine heart for
empowering people in every area of their lives. She initiated her higher education at Oral Roberts University,
majoring in Music Education. She received her Bachelor's of Science in Entrepreneurial Studies from Norfolk State
University and later furthered her career in business administration and Real Estate.

Recently, the Lord has enlarged her tents by opening the door for her to become the spiritual covering of Alpha
Lambda Psi Military Spouses Sorority, Inc. Min. Traci provides mentorship and biblical teaching to ALP monthly.
Her heart desires to provoke women to pursue greatness and Godly character while serving our country and the
Kingdom of God. Min. Traci has also expanded her musical gifts by releasing her first single titled "I Still Believe,"
which is currently touching the hearts of many worldwide.

Just as significant and exceptional is when Min. Traci submitted to the call to preach the gospel in 2013, where she
received her license to minister and preach the gospel with spiritual conviction and power. She understands the
greatest blessing in fulfilling the assignments of her destiny from God is to see the Kingdom of God increase in
sharing salvation, love, and hope through Jesus Christ. Min. Traci is super excited about her next phase of ministry
and is passionate about what God is doing in her life, and she desires to bring a message of hope and inspiration to
everyone in her path.

Min. Traci Georges
Vocalist

 

Tara Roberts is a National Geographic Storytelling Fellow and the host and
executive producer of the “Into the Depths” podcast.  She spent the last few years
following, diving with and telling stories about Black scuba divers as they search
for and help document slave shipwrecks around the world. Her goal is to
reimagine and reframe the origin story of Africans in the Americas and to tell
stories that humanize and bring empathy, nuance and complexity to their human
journey.

Tara was a Fellow at MIT’s Open Documentary Lab. She has also worked as an
editor for CosmoGirl, Essence, AOL, EBONY and Heart & Soul and edited several
books for girls. She founded her own magazine for women ‘too bold for
boundaries.’ And she spent an amazing and fulfilling year backpacking around
the world to find and tell stories about women social entrepreneurs. This journey
led to the creation of a social enterprise that supported and funded the big ideas
of those female change agents, a stint running communications for Ashoka and
time coaching social entrepreneurs for Red Bull’s Amaphiko Academy.

Tara Roberts
National Geographic Explorer

& Storyteller
 

Matt and Rachel serve as the lead pastors of Forerunner.
With over 20 years of serving in ministry, they desire to see
the Kingdom of God expand in North East North Carolina
in greater ways. They were set in as the Senior Pastors of
Forerunner Church on October 7th of 2017. They desire for
all ages to be equipped, trained, and encouraged forward
in the presence of God. Pastors Matt & Rachel Harrell

Benediction
 



Sankofa is a concept of the Akan people of Ghana, West Africa.  It's literal translation means
"it is not taboo to fetch what is at risk of being left behind". 

It is derived from the words San (return), Ko (go), and Fa (look, seek and take).

Sankofa symbolizes the Akan people's quest for knowledge among the Akan, with an
implication that this quest is based on critical examination, and intelligent and patient
investigation.

Sankofa is visually represented as a a mythical bird that flies forward with its head turned
backward and an egg in its mouth.  The egg represents the knowledge of the past upon
which wisdom is based, as well as signifying the generation to come that will benefit from
that wisdom.

The concept is that “we must go back to our roots in order to move forward. That is, we
should reach back and gather the best of what our past has to teach us, so that we can
achieve our full potential as we move forward. What we have lost, forgotten, forgone, or
been stripped of can be reclaimed, revived, preserved, and perpetuated.”

Sources:
"Sankofa.” Institutional Office of Equity and Inclusion, University of Rochester, https://www.rochester.edu/diversity/faculty-
staff/resource-groups/sankofa/.

"The Power of Sankofa: Know History.” Carter G. Woodson Center, Berea College, https://www.berea.edu/cgwc/the-power-of-
sankofa/#:~:text=Sankofa%20is%20an%20African%20word,risk%20of%20being%20left%20behind.%E2%80%9D.

https://www.rochester.edu/diversity/faculty-staff/resource-groups/sankofa/
https://www.berea.edu/cgwc/the-power-of-sankofa/#:~:text=Sankofa%20is%20an%20African%20word,risk%20of%20being%20left%20behind.%E2%80%9D.


Anthony Benezet (1713-1784) was a Quaker teacher, writer and
abolitionist. He believed that African-Americans were equally intellectual

as white counterparts. Benezet was a pioneer in the establishment of the
Pennsylvania Abolition Society, and worked overtime to ensure that the

Act for Abolition of Slavery passed in PA Assembly in 1780.

Sojourner Truth (1797- 1883) was driven by deep religious conviction, which
enhanced her support of abolition, freedmen, and women’s rights. Truth was

born into slavery and her given was Isabella. She escaped slavery in 1827, and
became a wandering orator through stories and gospel songs to get her message

across on human rights and abolition of slavery. Isabella adopted the name
“Sojourner Truth “in 1843. She traveled and met with Abraham Lincoln at the

White House to petition equal rights and land for freed people. 

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) was born a slave, rose to a prominent master
orator, and became a champion of anti-slavery and human rights until his

death. William Lloyd Garrison, as a mentor, encouraged Douglas to write his
own experience as a slave; Douglas published his first autobiography, which

became the best seller in the United States and was translated into several
foreign languages. Furthermore, he produced several abolitionists’ newspapers:
The North Star, Frederick Douglas Weekly and Paper, Douglas’ Monthly and

New National Era. In addition, Douglas was an outspoken support of women’s
rights, and spoke in support Elizabeth Station.

Harriet Tubman (1820-1913) was born a slave in Maryland, and became the
most well-known Underground Railroad’s “Conductor.” In 1849, in fear that

was sold, Tubman set out on foot with the assistance of a friendly white woman
followed the North Star to Philadelphia. She returned the following year to
Maryland and escorted her sister and sister’s children to freedom. Frederick

Douglass said, “excepting John Brown—of sacred memory—I know no one who
has willingly encountered more perils and hardships to serve our enslaved people

than [Harriet Tubman]. 

Timeline of the Triumph of the Human Spirit



The Great Dismal Swamp and the Underground Railroad

The Great Dismal Swamp, located in southeastern Virginia and Northeastern North Carolina, has long been
recognized as a mysterious places and a place in which people have easily lost their way. During the times of

slavery, many African Americans used the Great Dismal Swamp as a means to find their freedom. Some
bondsmen, who were permitted to hire themselves out, earned enough money, through boat work on the Great
Dismal Swamp Canal or through cedar and cypress shingle production to purchase their freedom. Others found

refuge deep within the swamp, living off of the land, and what they could steal. These “outlyers” established
maroon communities on the higher points of the swamp. Still, for others, the swamp was a “stopping point” to
get to Norfolk or Portsmouth, Virginia, or to the Albemarle Sound and Elizabeth City, North Carolina, where

they could secure a passage on a ship traveling north. During the Civil War, U.S. Colored Troops passed
through the swamp in order to liberate enslaved people. Despite the method or living conditions, the swamp

provided the means of freedom which so many sought. The name “Dismal Swamp” originated in the 18th
Century for the swampy area of land that lies between the James River in Southeastern Virginia (Norfolk) and

the Albemarle Sound (Edenton) in Northeastern North Carolina.
 

Willis Hodges, a free African American, worked on the Dismal Swamp Canal between 1835 and 1836 to earn
money to replay his father for land purchased in Princess Anne County. He noted that there were over 500
laborers, of whom only 12 were free men. He described the harsh treatment the laborers received. After an
unnecessary beating of one of the laborers, he considered working with the laborers to revolt against the

offending overseer and assist the slaves with escape to the North. He determined that this was an impossible
task since the laborers had no guns. He resigned himself to leave South Mills, North Carolina and return to

Princess Anne County, Virginia, and move his family to New York. Moses Grandy was an enslaved waterman
who was offered the opportunity to hire himself out and keep the money. The Narrative of the Life of Moses
Grandy; Late a Slave in the United States of America (1843) describes the life of an enslaved African American

who worked in the Albemarle region and in the Dismal Swamp Canal as a ferry man and canal boatman. Grandy
described the hardships, while digging and lumbering the canal in the Great Dismal Swamp. He remembered,
“Negroes are up to the middle or much in the mud and water, cutting away roots and baling out mud. If they

can keep their heads above the water, they work on.” The enslaved black laborers encountered torutouos insects,
copperheads, and cottonmouths. After earning enough money to pay for his freedom twice, Grandy was finally
allowed to purchase his freedom. Besides being a potential business venture, the Great Dismal Swamp proved
to be a refuge for escaped slaves as well, many hiding in the dense underbrush of the swamp to live in a state of

freedom. How many people found refuge in the Dismal Swamp? We may never know.
 

Runaway Negroes have resided in these places for twelve, twenty, or thirty years and upwards, subsisting
themselves in the swamp upon corn, hogs, and fowls, that they raised on some of the spots not perpetually
under water, nor subject to be flooded, as forty-none parts out of fifty of it are; and on such spots they have

erected habitations, and cleared small fields around them; yet these have always been perfectly impenetrable to
any of the inhabitants of the country around, even to those nearest to and best acquainted with the swamps.











Pre-Purchase and Post-Purchase Counseling
Credit/Budgeting Counseling
Delinquency/Default Counseling
Homelessness Counseling
Homebuyer Education

Housing Programs
River City CDC is a HUD-Approved Housing Counseling
Agency. Each year, our Housing Counselors assist over 200
homeowners in their efforts to save their homes from
foreclosure. The impact we are having is life-changing. Services
are provided in the following areas:  

Homelessness
River City CDC's Homeless programs assist individuals and
families currently experiencing homelessness.  Eligible clients
may receive emergency shelter, counseling from HUD-certified
counselors, help locating a rental property, financial assistance
in securing a rental property, and short-term ongoing
assistance.  For more information about our programs, please
contact one of our ESG case workers at 252-331-2925.

Housing Development
Renaissance Village: A (17) single-family subdivision, $1.7 million
dollar project that was developed in 2001 and has been fully
occupied since its development.
Renaissance Commons: A (48) unit, $3.6 million dollar senior
housing complex. Renaissance Commons Senior Housing
consists of affordable 1 & 2 bedroom apartments and a
community center—independent living for adults 55 years of age
and older.

Financing
Business Planning & Development
Marketing and Human Resources
Capacity Building
Operations Strategic Planning

Business & Economic Development
River City CDC provides one-on-one confidential business
development counseling and technical assistance to start-ups
and existing businesses in Northeastern North Carolina. RCCDC
seeks to contribute to the economic development activities such
as business start-up, expansion and job creation. Assistance is
provided in the area of: 

Business Incubator: The Shoppes at Renaissance Square
River City CDC is providing business development opportunities
for Elizabeth City and the surrounding communities. The core of
that effort is the construction of the River City CDC Business
Incubator, the Shoppes at Renaissance Square. The incubator
provides the opportunity for new and aspiring businesses to
acquire rental space at a rate below market rate, in addition to
counseling, training, and technical assistance. This
comprehensive system of support will position businesses to
grow and thrive independently, and to move to traditional
commercial locations within their communities.

River City CDC is truly
“growing to meet community needs.”

Below are some of our current and ongoing programs:

Northeast Trades Training Center
The newest project designed and developed by River City CDC is
the Northeast Trades Training Center (NETTC). The NETTC
offers training that focuses on industry-recognized
certifications in plumbing and landscaping, including the HBI-
PACT Curriculum, and industry-recognized certification
program available through the Home Builders Institute.  This
training is provided free of charge for eligible students. 
 
Open to adult students "18-80", the NETTC serves
under/unemployed and/or dislocated workers that  reside in the
six-county area of northeastern North Carolina (Pasquotank,
Camden, Chowan, Perquimans, Currituck, and Gates).
Participants in the program receive 12 months of instruction and
hands-on work experience repairing low-income housing and 12
months of job placement follow up.
 

Mary Walker House
One out of three students in River City YouthBuild do not have
stable housing. The Mary Walker House offers transitional
housing to these students in need, so that they can complete
their studies in the YouthBuild program without the worry of
where they are going to sleep at night. By providing this shelter
to our YouthBuild students, they are offered additional support
to improve their overall quality of life.
 
 



Youth Development & Empowerment 
River City YouthBuild is a transformation program for
economically disadvantaged youth between the ages of 16-24.
This transformation is achieved through educational, vocational,
leadership, and job-skills training with comprehensive support
systems. The program is designed to provide on-site housing
construction and rehabilitation work experience and off-site
academic classes, job skills training, leadership development,
community service and supportive services for young adults,
primarily high school dropouts. In addition to benefitting the
youth participants, the program also increases the supply of
permanent, affordable housing for homeless and low-income
families.

YouthBuild’s Mentoring Program connects adults from the
community with YouthBuild students who are working
toward their diplomas or GEDs while also training for a career
and developing leadership and life skills. YouthBuild mentors
provide students with encouragement, guidance, and
increased connections to the community. In return, mentors
learn about themselves and their community, and engage in
fun, new activities.

AmeriCorps is a voluntary civil society program supported by
the US Federal Government. The goal of the program is
helping others and meeting the critical needs of the
community. Members ages 16-24 are tasked to fulfill
assignments in the field of education, public safety,
healthcare, and environmental protection. The AmeriCorps
program is often seen as a domestic peace corps and is
currently 80,000 plus members strong. It is also an initiative
of the Corporation of National and Community Service
(CNCS)

For More Information about
River City YouthBuild,

call 252-331-6312

https://www.rivercitycdc.org/youthbuild


Carolyn Mayo & Jerome Brown
Managing Partners

 
United Providers of Health, LLC
Office: 919-701-6603, ext. 101

Toll free: 1-800-704-6943
 
 
 

FREE COVID-19 TESTING! Please visit our website to find a location near you:
www.upoh.org

 
 

"Collaborating with all Providers to build Capacity, Exceptional Care and Sustainability"





Edfundamentals supports equity and justice for Elizabeth City and learners of
all ages! Celebrate Juneteenth!

 
Visit our Facebook and Instagram pages for all of your tutoring, homeschool

environmental education workshops and scout badge support needs.



River City CDC is a regional recipient of a 2022 Chick-fil-A True Inspiration Award.
These awards are given to nonprofit organizations that are led by and/or serve people
of color, and work to address key issues that disproportionately affect communities

of color in the areas of education, homelessness, and hunger.
 

The True Inspiration Awards program was created to carry on Chick-fil-A Founder S.
Truett Cathy’s legacy of generosity and community service. Since 2015, 171

organizations in 33 states, Washington, D.C. and Canada, have been awarded grants
totaling $12 million.

 

River City CDC President & CEO, Dr. Lenora Jarvis-Mackey, and Vice President of
Programs, Christina Corbo, travelled to Atlanta, Georgia, in April to receive the
award and join other recipients in attending the Chick-fil-A Impact Accelerator

Conference. River City CDC is humbled and honored to have been selected for this
award.



1. How long after the Emancipation Proclamation did
the slaves in Texas receive the news that they were

free?
A. 1 year 

B. 22 months
C. 2 ½ years 

D. 48 months
 

2. What was the name of the document that freed the
slaves in Texas?

A. General Order #3
B. Emancipation Proclamation 

C. Presidential Order #4
 

3. Which Texas City first received the news of
freedom?

A. Fort Worth
B. Galveston
C. Houston

 
4. Who brought the news that slaves were free?

A. General Teddy Roosevelt 
B. General Andrew Jackson
C. General Gordon Granger

D. General Ulysses Grant
 

5. What day is Juneteenth Celebration?
A. June 25
B. June 17
C. June 19

 
6. Which abolitionist was called the “ Conductor”?

A. Harriet Tubman
B. Sojourner Truth

C. Frederick Douglas 

7. Who was the pioneer in the establishment of the
Pennsylvania Abolition Society?

A. Frederick Douglas 
B. Anthony Benezet
C. Sojourner Truth 

 
8. Who published his/her autobiography, which

became the best seller in the United States and was
translated into several foreign languages?

A. Harriet Tubman 
B. Anthony Benezet 

C. Frederick Douglas 
 

9. What is the theme of the 11th Annual Juneteenth in
2012 held in Elizabeth City, NC?

A. “bridging the gap”
B. “working together for the future”

C. “communication between generations, no
abbreviations

D. “create your own future”
 

10. What does the Sankofa bird represent in the
Annual Juneteenth Festival in Elizabeth City, NC?

A. Annual Juneteenth logo
B. If you don’t look back, you can’t move forward 

C. Both a and b 

Juneteenth Trivia



Learn More About Juneteenth

 “The Emancipation Proclamation: An Act of Justice.” - National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/summer/emancipation-
proclamation.html.

“What Is Juneteenth?” - History.com

“The Emancipation Proclamation.” - National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-
proclamation.

“Granger, Gordon.” - Texas State Historical Association
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/granger-gordon.

“Juneteenth and General Order No. 3.” - Galveston Historical Foundation
https://www.galvestonhistory.org/news/juneteenth-and-general-order-no-3.

Visit these websites to dive deeper into the history of Juneteenth!
 
 

         https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth.

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/summer/emancipation-proclamation.html
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/granger-gordon
https://www.galvestonhistory.org/news/juneteenth-and-general-order-no-3
https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth
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Thank You!

A heartfelt thank you to our annual supporters for making
Juneteenth 2022 a success!

Healthy Grooming Skin Care Products

Edfundamentals


